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 . They saw the men fight back, too, and all of them for a moment wore the clear look of complete astonishment. A gun fired, and there was a cry from a woman. She stood, one hand clutching her stomach. A man was dead next to her, and their son was clutching at his chest, blood coming through his fingers. The sound of another gun firing. One of the gunmen fell to the ground, his weapon in his
hand. "They're shooting at each other," Hunter said. "They're trying to escape," Lukas said, his voice low, excited. "They can't see us here." "We're going to get out of here," Hunter said. "We're going to go." He ran toward the gunman who was still on the ground, his gun in his hand. He pulled the barrel free and fired it. The bullet struck the gunman in the chest and he slumped forward. "Here," Hunter
said. "Grab my hand." He pointed toward a flat grassy area to the left of the house and another gunman ran toward it, a gun in his hand. Lukas took Hunter's hand and they ran, staying close to the wall that surrounded the house. They hit the grassy area and ran past a flat row of trees, then Hunter dragged Lukas along the hard-packed dirt road. They ran until they reached the woods, then Hunter slowed
down. He pulled Lukas against him and they caught their breath. "Are you all right?" Hunter asked. Lukas nodded. "Yes. I'm so sorry, I didn't think that they were really—" "It's all right. It's all right," Hunter said. He put his hand on Lukas's shoulder. "I have the same fear." "I didn't know," Lukas said. "We should not be here." "We're not safe in our own houses," Hunter said. "Can you see the way the

sun is setting? There will be more of them out tonight. As soon as it's dark, they will come after us." Lukas looked at him. "They shoot each other now?" "Yes. I've been watching the news. There's going to be a war." "But I thought this was over. I thought you were going to stop them from 82157476af
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